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‘God’s Glorious Gospel: The Righteousness God Requires’                                    Message #65 – ‘Mercy To The World’

Sept 10th, 2017 
Text: Rom. 11:7-15
Keith M. Doyle, Lead Pastor
Winnetka Bible Church       

I. Summary:      
1. Section #1: The Righteousness God Requires (Chap.1:1-3:20)  
· Romans 3:9-22 – Summary: Religious ‘Outsiders’ and ‘Insiders’ are all Under Sin (v.9)
· Theme: God's Holiness In Condemning Sin

2. Section #2: The Righteousness Christ Provides (Chap.3:21-6:23)
· So if there is NO human solution (Chap.3-5) – God has a solution!
· Theme: God’s Grace in Justifying Sinners

3. Section #3: The Righteousness the Spirit Produces (Chap.7:1-8:39)     
· [bookmark: _Hlk485674100]This new union has a ‘new way’ of living, ‘…new way of the Spirit’ (7:6) 
· Theme: God’s Power in Sanctifying Believers                     

4.   Section #4: God’s Righteousness in Salvation (Chap.9-11)
· Have God’s promises to save failed if there is rampant unbelief? 

5.    Interrogative Question:     
· ‘What story is this we have fallen into…’ L of R’s
· God’s work through redemptive history: (nesting dolls) Creation, Corruption, Covenant Community, Christ, Church, Consummation  

· [bookmark: _Hlk488740646]Q. If God’s purpose is sure, then what role do we have in redemptive history?      
· My aim is to show you what Paul says about God’s grand work of grace in saving a remnant of Gentiles…and Jews! And why it matters!   

II. Copying Old Patterns (6,7-10, ‘…the rest were hardened…’ 7) 
1. They Sought Righteousness through Works (7) – Result?
· Paul’s question in v.7 and his point – neither believing remnant Jews of believing 
· Gentiles can boast because God saves, ‘…the elect obtained it…’ (7) 
· Then you don’t need a Savior and Jesus died in vain 
· Then pride hasn’t been dealt with which is the root of all sin (6)
· And…you/they will be hardened (7,8)
2. They were Hardened (7) (Illus. 40 years in the wilderness)
· Deut.29:2-4 – Context: God’s hardening of the Jews  
· Word study - ‘Hardening’ = passive) Who hardens? V.8 tells us (c/f Isa.29:10; Deut.29:4 and Isa.6:10); Jesus usage in Matt.13:14,
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· Absolutely staggering – c/f Matt. 27:25, ‘His blood shall be on us and on our children’ 
3. They were Punished (9,10)
· God is free to act and is not obligated to any (c/f Rom.9:18)
· God’s Hardening of the Jews was in punishment for their sins 
· Apply: What does this look like?
· Spiritually dull and insensitive
· Abundance becomes a curse (9, c/f Ps.69:22)
· You are headed for judgment (10, c/f Ps.69:23) 
· Apply: Seeking to be saved by works is another Gospel; Aim of Ps.69 

III. Comprehending New Paradigms, ‘…salvation has come to the Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous…’ (13; 11-15) 
1. Paul’s Agenda (will govern the rest of Chapter 11)
· Israel has stumbled but their stumbling is not final Illus. ‘Down but not out’ 
· Their stumbling had a purpose: God will use it to bring salvation to the Gentiles
· The salvation of the Gentiles will lead in time to the salvation of the Jews 
· This will happen by the spiritual blessing of the Gentiles resulting in Israel’s jealousy     
2. What was ‘their transgression’ (11)?
· Simply: The rejection of Jesus as the Messiah  
· Almost all the early believers were Jews…persecution and scattering (c/f Acts 2,4)
· Jews conspiring to kill Paul (c/f Acts 9:23-25)
· Illus. On his missionary journeys Paul would first visit synagogues, rejected, crowds of Gentiles in large cities – Examples
3. Jewish Conversion (12, ‘…how much greater riches will their fullness bring?’)
· The Gospel is ‘riches’ for all who receive it (12)
· The present blindness of the Jew – even when they know the OT! They will turn, ‘acceptance’ (15)  
4. Gospel Implications (11-15)
· The Gospel is a message of ‘Life’ from ‘Death’ (15; Ezek.37)
· Apply: Showing love…we have shown other things like judgement and scorn! 
Our hearts – where are they? 
· God’s purposes can’t be thwarted (c/f Matt.21:43; 1 Pet.2:9)
· We should ‘magnify’ our ministry to the Nations (like Paul! 13) 
· Apply: What would they be ‘jealous’ of? Praying for God to change hearts
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