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‘God’s Glorious Gospel: The Righteousness God Requires’                                    Message #61 – ‘The Essence of Saving Faith’

Aug. 13th, 2017 
Text: Rom. 10:9-13
Keith M. Doyle, Lead Pastor
Winnetka Bible Church       

I. Summary:      
1. Section #1: The Righteousness God Requires (Chap.1:1-3:20)  
· Romans 3:9-22 – Summary: Religious ‘Outsiders’ and ‘Insiders’ are all Under Sin (v.9)
· Theme: God's Holiness In Condemning Sin

2. Section #2: The Righteousness Christ Provides (Chap.3:21-6:23)
· So if there is NO human solution (Chap.3-5) – God has a solution!
· Theme: God’s Grace in Justifying Sinners

3. Section #3: The Righteousness the Spirit Produces (Chap.7:1-8:39)     
· [bookmark: _Hlk485674100]This new union has a ‘new way’ of living, ‘…new way of the Spirit’ (7:6) 
· Theme: God’s Power in Sanctifying Believers                     

4. Section #4: God’s Righteousness in Salvation (Chap.9-11)
· Have God’s promises to save failed if there is rampant unbelief? 
· Framing the Text (10)
· 10:1-4, Exposure of Error
· 10:5-14, Exposition of Truth  
· 10:14-21, Expression of Faith  

5. Interrogative Question:     
· Illus. Mark 5:1-20…Demon at Gedare, ‘What have you to do with me, Jesus…?’   
· [bookmark: _Hlk488740646]Q.  What does it mean to believe in Jesus?  
· My aim is to show you what Paul says about the nature and wonder of saving faith      

II. The Essence of the Gospel, ‘if you confess, ‘Jesus is Lord’…believe in your heart…’ (9,10) 
1. Christ’s Lordship
· ‘Confess…believe…believe…confess’ (9,10)
· Heart belief and mouth confession (logic in 8,9,10)
· Heart belief – implies sincerity; 
· What does ‘mouth’ confession look like?
· Apply: Public worship, in temptation, in trial and death 
· The Object of our Confession: What does ‘Jesus is Lord’ mean? 
· His Personal Nature – ‘Jesus’, His Name is Divine
· His Present Rule – ‘Is’, He is alive, active, present 
· His Powerful Work – ‘Lord’, He has conquered every rival 
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· The Implications of our Confession (Boice):
· Lord of our minds (c/f Matt.11:29)
· Lord of our choices (discipleship implies obedience)
· Lord of our careers (c/f Acts 22:10)
· Lord of our churches (c/f Col.1:18,19)
· Lord of the mission (c/f Matt.28:18-20; Christ’s Lordship, a powerful missionary incentive)
· Apply: Implications 

2. Christ’s Resurrection, ‘believe that God raised Him from the dead…’ (9)  
· Proof of His Claims 
· Validation of life, ministry (c/f Rom1:3,4) 
· Affirmation of His mission (c/f Rom.4:24) 
· Power for Ministry  
· Center of Our Message (c/f Acts 13:32; 16,17)
· What are you saying when you affirm the resurrection? (c/f 1 Cor.15:1-4) ‘…believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead…’
· Apply: ‘Wasted’ faith…

III. The Extent of the Gospel, ‘Everyone who believes in Him… everyone who calls…’  (9,11-13)  
1. No Difference (11,12)
· Now offered to all (‘everyone’/’anyone’) in the preached word
· Paul (quoting Isa.28:16; used in 9:33) replaces ‘one’ with ‘anyone’ 
· The same Lord is Lord of all (12) – ie. There is no distinction in salvation 

2. Calling on the Lord (9,13, ‘Everyone…you will be saved’)
· V.13 is a quote from c/f Joel 2:32
· What does it mean to ‘call’ on the name of the Lord? 
· The power of the Gospel of grace (ash) Apply: You are included in this call 
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