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‘God’s Glorious Gospel: The Righteousness God Requires’
Message # 54 – “Compelling Love”

June 25th, 2017 
Text: Rom. 9:1-5
Keith M. Doyle, Lead Pastor 

I. Summary:      
1. Section #1: The Righteousness God Requires (Chap.1:1-3:20)  
· Romans 3:9-22 – Summary: Religious ‘Outsiders’ and ‘Insiders’ are all Under Sin (v.9); Under Law (v.19); Under Pressure (v.20); Under God (v.21,22) 
· Theme: God's Holiness In Condemning Sin

2. Section #2: The Righteousness Christ Provides (Chap.3:21-6:23)
· So if there is NO human solution (Chap.3-5) – God has a solution!
· Theme: God’s Grace in Justifying Sinners

3. Section #3: The Righteousness the Spirit Produces (Chap.7:1-8:39)     
· [bookmark: _Hlk485674100]This new union has a ‘new way’ of living, ‘…new way of the Spirit’…(7:6) 
· Theme: God’s Power in Sanctifying Believers                     

4. Section #4: The Scope of Salvation (Chap.9-11)
· Have God’s promises to save failed if there is rampant unbelief? 

Interrogative Question:     
· Illus. Jonah disease: ’God, I really don’t care if you judge them!’; Matt 12:40,41 
· Q. How do we genuinely care about lost people?   
· My aim is to show you what Paul says about loving lost people… 

II. Christ’s Tenderness Enables Us (1-3) ‘…truth in Christ…witness of the Holy Spirit…I have great sorrow in my heart… ’ (1,2)
1. Context
· A dramatic shift from chapter 8 
· God’s sovereignty and human responsibility will ‘collide’ in these chapters
· The ‘problem’ the end of Romans 8 presents…answered now
· The question that governs chapters 9-11: How can we know nothing will separate us from the love of Christ (when His chosen people Israel) are separated from Christ?

2. Framing the Text (Chapters 9-11)
· 9:1-5 – The privileged position of the Jewish people…but their present ‘lost-ness’ 
· 9:6-13 – Ok, so has God’s Word then failed? What about all the promises?
· 9:14-18 - Has God been unfair?
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· 9:19-33 – God has it and this is why Israel failed…the Gentiles will now receive it  
· Then 10 and 11 – The reason for the failure, Gentiles need to be careful

3. Great Joy and Great Sorrow…Simultaneously (1,2)
· ‘Truth in Christ’, ‘…in the Holy Spirit’ – (1) – So we know he is serious! 
· ‘great sorrow and unceasing anguish’ (2) – What does the Spirit produce?
· c/f John 11:35 – why did he weep?;1 Thes.5:16;2 Cor.6:9,10 
· Apply: Mixed emotions…this is the dichotomy of the believer’s experience 
4. Paul’s Compassion for Religious Unbeliever’s (3)
· ‘Accursed and cut off from Christ…’ – Speaking hypothetically, remember Chap.8?
· Lit. ‘accursed’ = ‘anathema’, Devoted to eternal destruction…extreme! 
· Nothing in the world matters more! Paul knows that - calling them, ‘my kinsmen’ 
· Apply: What makes you sorrowful?
· Illus. Moses did the same, Ex.32:32,33 ‘32 But now, if you will forgive their sin—but if not, please blot me out of your book that you have written.” 33 But the Lord said to Moses, ‘Whoever has sinned against me, I will blot out of my book’
 
III.  Christ’s Truth Empowers Us (4,5) ‘..to them belong the adoption, the glory…giving of the law, the worship, the promises…is the Christ’
1. Does Widespread Unbelief Nullify God’s Promises? 
· The Jewish people had unique privileges…
· ‘Israelites’; ‘Adoption’; ‘glory’; ‘covenants’; ‘law’; ‘worship (temple)’; ‘promises’; ‘patriarch’s’ 
· ‘Christ’ (distinct from the others, ‘to them’…’from them’…4,5)   
· But despite all this there is rampant self-righteousness and unbelief 
· Paul: Your privileges mean nothing if you are not joined to Christ 
· Illus. Look at who we are (Jn.6:33, ‘Abraham’); Look at what we’ve done? Matt.7:22,23)

2. Great Privileges Can Become Great Liabilities (5)
· Knowing the ‘Jesus of the Bible’, ‘according to the flesh’ – Humanity of Jesus
· Knowing the ‘Jesus of the Bible’, ‘Christ, who is God over all’ - Deity of Jesus
· Fully God…fully man – One glorious Jesus, the Supremacy of Jesus
· Apply: Especially tragic if you joined their ranks today…

3. Apply – ‘Medicine’ for the Disease: Christ’s Tenderness and Christ’s Truth 
· Questions…what do you anguish over?
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