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‘God’s Glorious Gospel: The Righteousness God Requires’                                    Message #77 – ‘Renovation #3’
January 28th, 2018 
Text: Rom. 12:6-9
Keith M. Doyle, Lead Pastor
Winnetka Bible Church       

I. Summary:      
1.  Section #1: The Righteousness God Requires (Chap.1:1-3:20)  
· Theme: God's Holiness In Condemning Sin
2.  Section #2: The Righteousness Christ Provides (Chap.3:21-6:23)
· Theme: God’s Grace in Justifying Sinners
3.  Section #3: The Righteousness the Spirit Produces (Chap.7:1-8:39)     
· Theme: God’s Power in Sanctifying Believers                     
4.  Section #4: God’s Righteousness in Salvation (Chap.9-11)
· Theme: God’s Plan to Save His People  

5.  Section #5 – God’s Righteousness in Service (Chap.12-16) 
· Illus. Sin entered the world…relational damage
· Judas love ‘with hypocrisy’ (Luke 22)
· Thrust of Scripture…through the Gospel – love for God, love for others
· Big message of Romans 12; c/f 1 Jn.4:20

· [bookmark: _Hlk488740646]Q. What does a transformed life look like?        
      
II. The Gifts, ‘Having gifts that differ…’ (6) 
1. Why don’t we use our spiritual gifts? 
· Ignorance – perhaps we don’t know
· Confidence – perhaps we’re unsure
· Arrogance – perhaps we flaunt our gifts 
2. ‘Members do not have all the same function…having gifts that differ…’ (4,6)
· The attitude/spirit of v.3 covers the gifts 
· Prophecy – humbly prophecy, Grudem – ‘Telling something that God has spontaneously brought to mind…’ 
· Serve – humbly serve 
· Teaching – humbly teach (1 Tim.4:15,16)
· Exhortation – humbly exhort, ‘directed to the heart’ (Murray) 
· Give – liberality (simplicity)
· Lead – diligently 
· Mercy – cheerfulness; putting this together – ‘One body’ (?) 

III. The Gravity, ‘Let love be genuine (without hypocrisy), abhor what is evil, cling to what is good…’ (9)  
1. Jesus Makes it Clear
· c/f John 13:34; Jesus’ cross, Genuine love: ‘A self-sacrificing commitment that displays itself by seeking the highest good of another.’  Grudem
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2. Love ‘Without Hypocrisy’ (9a)
· It is a signal that you are living under grace (its not possible without God’s grace)
· Gk Word, ‘without Hypocrisy’: without pretense; too ‘mask’
· English word, ‘sincere’: without ‘wax’ Illus.  Dishonest merchants
· A chain with different links…15 participles; c/f 1 Jn. 3:15-18
Apply: What does this look like?
3. ‘Abhor’ what is evil
· A discerning love  - it does not align, endorse or encourage that which destroys another
· It is knowable – God’s perfect Law: Indifference to sin = indifference to God
· ‘evil’ = Gk word, ‘poneros’ - to injure someone (relationship word) 
· Illus. smoke filled room
4. ‘Cling’ to what is good 
· ‘Cling’ = be glued too; c/f Phil.4:8 
· Judging others – judging your own sin before judging others
· Apply: Nurturing spiritual gifts and genuine love
· Judge your own selfishness, sin, grudge and ask for God’s forgiveness
· Gaze upon God’s love at the cross (c/f Eph. 4:32-5:2)
· Walk in submission to the Holy Spirit 
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